
Prelude Jesus Shall Reign David Cherwien 

Welcome  
Prayer Requests 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Standing is the 
posture of the 
resurrection. We 
stand when we 
sing hymns and 
for other parts 
of the service as 
an expression of 
resurrection joy. 
It is a way of 
proclaiming that 
Jesus is power-
fully alive! Co-
lossians 3:14-18  

 

 
Sunday, July 5, 2026 

10:00 A.M. 

Opening Dialog (from Psalm 145) 
P The Lord is gracious and merciful 
C slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
P The Lord is good to all, 
C and his compassion is over all that he has made. 
 
P God’s kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
C God’s dominion endures throughout all generations. 

 We stand as we are able. 

Hymn 434 Jesus Shall Reign 

Plain text indicates a part of the liturgy led by a worship leader; bold text indicates a congregational response. 
  
Hymn numbers refer to their corresponding pages in the back of the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 
  
Please leave your offering in the plate at the front of the nave, near the pulpit. If you would like to give online, 
please use the QR code to the right. 
  

Welcome to worship  at  St.  Mark ’s  Lutheran Church!  
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Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
 Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

The apostolic 
greeting quotes 
the apostle Paul 
(2 Cor. 13:14) 
 
 
 
 
 
The Song of 
Praise, or Gloria 
(“Glory to 
God…”), is a 
continuation of 
resurrection 
praise. With the 
angels we sing 
God’s glory re-
vealed in Je-sus 
Christ. (Luke 
2:14).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Song of Praise Glory to God  
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The Prayer of 
the Day is tied 
to the overall 
theme of the 
scripture lessons 
or, sometimes, 
to the theme of 
day if it is a spe-
cial occasion in 
the church cal-
endar.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
 You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts  
 are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you,  
 and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen 

 We are seated. 
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The tradition of 
reading sacred 
scripture in 
worship is a tie 
to our roots in 
Judaism. 1 Tim-
othy 4:13 re-
minds us of the 
importance of 
this practice.  
 
The first reading 
is from the Old 
Testament. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The second 
reading, usually 
from the New 
Testament let-
ters, bears the 
witness of the 
early church.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Lesson: Zechariah 9:9-12 
L A reading from Zechariah. 
 
 9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 Lo, your king comes to you; 
  triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
  and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
  and he shall command peace to the nations; 
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 
 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 
L The word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God. 

Second Lesson: Romans 7:15-25a 
L A reading from Romans. 
 

15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 
16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I that 
do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in 
my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil 
I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin 
that dwells within me. 
 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I de-
light in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with the 
law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched 
man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! 
 
L The word of the Lord.    
C Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel Ac-
clamation is the 
congregation’s 
response to the 
announcement 
and reading of 
the Holy Gospel.  
It gives special 
focus to the 
Gospel, the 
principal and 
climactic bibli-
cal reading in 
the liturgy.   
 
 
 
 
 
The Liturgy of 
the Word culmi-
nates in the 
reading of the 
gospel and the 
sermon by 
which Christ 
comes among 
his people and 
speaks to us in 
our own context. 
Because of this 
we stand to lis-
ten to the good 
news of our 
Lord.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation  

 We stand. 

The Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sit-
ting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 
 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 
and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hid-
den these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, 
for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no 
one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
P   The Gospel of the Lord.   
C Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon Pastor James Armentrout 

 We sit. 
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This hymn com-
plements the 
day’s scripture 
readings and 
sermon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We join our 
hearts in prayer 
as we pray for 
the Church, for 
the well-being of 
creation, for 
peace and jus-
tice, for those in 
need. 1 Timothy 
2:1-2  
 
 
 
Much more than 
a pleasant greet-
ing—we do this 
to proclaim 
God’s promise 
of peace.  
2 Corinthians 
13:11  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 We stand as we are able and sing the hymn. 

Hymn  Come to Me, O Weary Traveler 

The Prayers   
 Each petition concludes:   
 
 P Lord, in your mercy, 
 C hear our prayer. 

THE EUCHARISTIC LITURGY 
 

The Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
    
  We greet one another, saying “Peace be with you.” 
 

The Offering 
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Our gifts are 
received and 
dedicated to our 
Lord’s service.  
These offerings 
support the min-
istries of this 
congregation, 
the Virginia Syn-
od, ELCA, and 
our global mis-
sion partners. 
 
 
As our gifts of 
offerings and 
tithes are 
brought forward 
we sing a canti-
cle of thanksgiv-
ing for God’s 
generous good-
ness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our prayer is 
modeled after 
the Jewish pray-
er of thanksgiv-
ing and dedi-
cates the giver to 
a stewardship of 
all life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offertory Hymn Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table 

Offertory Prayer 
P Let us pray. Loving God, 
C we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
 Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
 so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
 We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
 through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.  
 Amen 

We are seated for the first three stanzas; we stand as we are able and sing together stanza 4. 

  We stand as we are able and sing together stanza 4. 
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The Thanksgiv-
ing Dialogue 
begins the part of 
our worship 
called the Great 
Thanksgiving.   
 
 
The dialogue and 
the Proper Pref-
ace are ancient 
parts of the wor-
ship which pro-
claim our thanks 
for the gifts of 
God in the meal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sanctus 
(“holy”) echoes 
the angels’ cry in 
Isaiah 6:3 and 
the crowds of 
Mark 11:9 as 
Jesus entered 
Jerusalem.  This 
reminds us that 
we are in the 
presence of a 
God identified 
both by holiness 
and humility.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving Dialogue 

The Proper Preface 
 The presiding minister continues:  “It is indeed right …” 
 The proper preface concludes:      “we praise your name and join their unending hymn.”             

Sanctus 
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The Eucharistic 
Prayer recalls 
God’s saving 
acts throughout 
history and, par-
ticularly, the 
words and ac-
tions, the com-
mands and 
promises of Je-
sus at the last 
supper with his 
disciples as rec-
orded in scrip-
ture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord’s 
Prayer brings 
the Great 
Thanksgiving to 
a conclusion. 
Prayed here, 
this familiar and 
beloved prayer 
becomes the 
table-prayer of 
the congrega-
tion. Luke 11:1-
13; Matthew 6:5
-15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
 who preached good news to the poor, 
 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
   
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
 we await his coming in glory. 
  
 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   
 Amen 

 We are seated. 
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Once we have 
all received the 
sacrament and 
returned to our 
seats, we cele-
brate the per-
sonal encounter 
with the risen 
Christ through 
blessing, prayer, 
and singing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 
 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
P Let us pray. Compassionate God, 
C through the gifts of bread and wine 
 our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
 Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
 may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
 We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
 through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
 Amen 
 
 

Blessing 
P The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon  
 you and remain with you for ever.  
C Amen 

Communion with our Risen Lord 
Welcome to Christ’s Table 

C om m u ni on  D i str i b u t i on  
 

We come forward by way of the center aisle to receive communion at 
the altar rail. We return to our pews by way of the side aisles. 

Hymn  887 This Is My Song 

Postlude God of the Ages J. Wayne Kerr 
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A Liturgy for the Semiquincentennial of the United States of America 

Prayer 
P Almighty God, you have given us this good land as our heritage. Make us always remember  
 your generosity and constantly do your will. Bless our land with honesty in the workplace, 
 truth in education, and honor in daily life. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from 
 pride and arrogance; and from every evil course of action. When times are prosperous, let our 
 hearts be thankful; and, in troubled times, do not let our trust in you fail. We pray in the name 
 of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 

Hymn   O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 

As our nation marks the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence, we 
pause to give thanks to God for the many blessings of this good land. At the same time, we re-
member and lament that all human endeavors fall short of God’s good purpose for our lives, and 
we ask God’s guidance on our continued life together in these United States. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
O Beautiful for 
Spacious Skies 
(or America the 
Beautiful) was 
written by Kath-
erine Lee Bates 
in 1893, after a 
trip to the sum-
mit of Pike’s 
Peak in Colora-
do. Her text ex-
tols the physical 
beauty and the 
moral ideals of 
America, repeat-
edly calling on 
God to help us 
live into those 
ideals. 
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Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 10:17-21 
L A reading from Deuteronomy. 
 
17For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, 
who is not partial and takes no bribe, 18who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who 
loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing. 19You shall also love the stranger, for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt. 20You shall fear the Lord your God; him alone you shall wor-
ship; to him you shall hold fast, and by his name you shall swear. 21He is your praise; he is your 
God, who has done for you these great and awesome things that your own eyes have seen. 
 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel  Lesson: Matthew 5:43-48 
L A reading from Matthew. 
 
43“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44But I say 
to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45so that you may be children of 
your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and on the unrighteous. 46For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? 
Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what 
more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48Be perfect, therefore, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Litany 
P Almighty God, we acknowledge that our nation has fallen short of your will for us and our  
 own ideals. 
 
 We proclaim that all people are created equal, yet we know that the color of our skin or the  
 amount of money in our bank account changes how we are treated by others, including our  
 government. 
C Help us care for the orphan and the widow, provide food and clothing to those in need, 

and love the stranger. 
 
P We proclaim that all are endowed with rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, yet  
 we know life ended by violence all too often, liberty denied to those who are wrongfully  
 arrested, and happiness that seems out of reach for those who are caught in a struggle to  
 survive. 
C Grant us grace to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. 
 
P God of gods, and Lord of lords, whose rule is endless, we pray for the leaders and people of  
 this nation. 
 
 Give your wisdom and guidance to all those who hold elected or appointed office at the  
 federal, state, or local level. Empower them to use their office for the service of all, realizing  
 that all authority is a trust from you.  
C Help them to make and administer laws in ways that life, liberty, and the pursuit of  
 happiness may increase. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Litany, writ-
ten especially for 
this occasion, 
calls us to 
acknowledge our 
failures as a na-
tion—both when 
judged by our 
own and God’s 
ideals for us. It 
moves on to ask 
for God’s guid-
ance as we partic-
ipate in our de-
mocracy. Finally, 
we give thanks to 
God for our many 
blessings and ask 
that God would 
guide all nations 
of the world into 
true freedom. 
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P Give your wisdom and guidance to all of us as we seek to be good citizens of this land.  
 Remind us that you call us to honor those in authority, while also holding them accountable.  
C Lead us as we participate in this democracy through our voting and advocacy to seek true 

equality for all. 
 
P God of Freedom, from whom true liberty and justice flow, we give you thanks  
 for this good land, our heritage 
 for the blessings of liberty 
 for those who sought to form a more perfect union 
 for those who have called out our imperfections 
 for those who fought to defend our nation 
 
 Inspire all peoples of the earth to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you that  
 your true freedom may be known throughout the world. This we pray in the name of our  
 Sovereign and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
C Amen 

Hymn   God of the Ages 

Dismissal 
P Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God of the Ages 
was written for 
July 4 centennial 
celebrations by 
Episcopal priest 
Daniel Roberts. 
The hymn, like 
America the 
Beautiful, calls on 
God for guidance 
that we might 
walk in God’s 
paths for us.  



Phone:   (540) 344-9051     Web:     www.stmarksroanoke.org           
E-mail:  office@stmarksroanoke.org   Facebook:  St. Mark’s Lutheran Roanoke 

1008 Franklin Road Southwest, Roanoke,  Virginia  24016  

Ministers and Staff 
  

Ministers:  Congregation of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Secretary / Financial Administrator:  Kathy Bryant 

Organist / Choir Director:  Jacob Gordon 
Pastor: James Armentrout 

Liturgical texts reprinted by permission, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SAS003958. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture readings are 
 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the  United States of America. 
 Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
Come to Me, O Weary Traveler—text: Sylvia G. Dunstan; music: Austin, William P. Rowan. Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.; music ©  
 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.  Used by permission, ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546. 
Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table—text: Thomas H. Troeger; music: Nettleton, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, part II. Text  
 © 2002 Oxford University Press.  Used by permission, ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546. 
O Beautiful for Spacious Skies—text: Katherine L. Bates; music: Materna, Samuel A. Ward. 
God of the Ages—text: Daniel C. Roberts; music: National Hymn, George W. Warren. 

This week at St. Mark’s 

Sunday, July 5 10AM Worship with Holy Communion  

Monday, July 6 5PM—7PM The Lion’s Share open 

Tuesday, July 7   

Wednesday, July 8   

Thursday, July 9     

Friday, July 10 10AM—noon The Lion’s Share open 

 6:30 PM NA meeting (Fellowship Hall) 

Saturday, July 11 8PM NA meeting (Fellowship Hall) 

Sunday, July 12 10AM Worship with Holy Communion  

Serving in Worship 

  Today Next Week 

Greeter  Sandy Anders & Lois Ashby 

Lector Donna Abbott Nan Keenan 

Communion Assistant 
Mary Ann Snider & 

Jerry McDaniel 
 

Coffee Hour   


